
Resolved: Down But Not Out
Daniel 1: 1-21



• 25 October- Resolved

• 1 November- Refined

• 8 November- Right

• 15 November- Relentless

Daniel: Faithful in a Foreign Land





1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 
hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he 
brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and 
placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king 
commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the 
people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the nobility, 



 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all 
wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and 
competent to stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the 
literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned 
them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine 
that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at 
the end of that time they were to stand before the king.


- Daniel 1:1-5






“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from 
mere flesh and whose heart turns away from the Lord. 6 That 
person will be like a bush in the wastelands. . . 7 “But blessed is 
the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its 
roots by the stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves 
are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and never 
fails to bear fruit.” 


- Jeremiah 17:5ff.




Daniel 1:1-21

Main Idea: Outside pressure reveals what is in the heart.

• vss 1-5: #1 God-sized Perspective

• vss 6-8a: #2 Identity Not Determined By Culture

• vss 8-16: #3 Wise and Compassionate Engagement

• vss 17-21: #4 The Source of True Strength

 



1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and 
besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his 
hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he 
brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and 
placed the vessels in the treasury of his god.


- Daniel 1:1-2



4 Give them a message for their masters and say, ‘This is what 
the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Tell this to your 
masters: 5 With my great power and outstretched arm I made the 
earth and its people and the animals that are on it, and I give it to 
anyone I please.6 Now I will give all your countries into the hands 
of my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; I will make even 
the wild animals subject to him. 7 All nations will serve him and 
his son and his grandson until the time for his land comes; then 
many nations and great kings will subjugate him.


- Jeremiah 27:4-7




30 “For the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the 
Lord. They have set their detestable things in the house that is 
called by my name, to defile it. 31 And they have built the high 
places of Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to 
burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did not 
command, nor did it come into my mind. 


- Jeremiah 7:30-31




I, Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, 
according to the word of the Lord to Jeremiah the prophet, must 
pass before the end of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, 
seventy years.


- Daniel 9:2




6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of 
the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them 
names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called 
Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called 
Abednego. 8 But Daniel resolved .  . . 


- Daniel 1:6-8a




• Isolation: removed from their family 

• Indoctrination: they would be educated in Babylonian language 
and culture.  

• Comfort: they were to eat at the kings table. 

• Identity confusion: changed their names

Four Tactics For Reshaping Identity 
Sinclair Fergusson



•  Daniel: “God is my judge” → Belteshazzar: “Baal protects the 
king” 

•  Hananiah: “God is gracious” → Shadrach: “Under the 
Command of Aku (the moon god)” 

•  Mishael: “There is none like God” → Meshach: “There is none 
like Aku (the moon god)” 

• Azariah: “God has helped me” → Abed-Nego: “The Servant of 
Nebo (the Babylonian god of wisdom)”

Significance of a Name Change



8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the 
king's food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the 
chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 9 And God 
gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the 
eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my 
lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why 
should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths 
who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with 
the king.” 11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the 
eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 
Azariah,




12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to 
eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the 
appearance of the youths who eat the king's food be observed by 
you, and deal with your servants according to what you see.” 
14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten 
days. 15 At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in 
appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the 
king's food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine 
they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.


- Daniel 1:8-16




Holy: 

To be set apart, used exclusively for God’s purposes.




44 For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, 
and be holy, for I am holy. . . 5 For I am the Lord who brought you 
up out of the land of Egypt to be your God. You shall therefore be 
holy, for I am holy.”. . 46 This is the law about beast and bird and 
every living creature that moves through the waters and every 
creature that swarms on the ground, 47 to make a distinction 
between the unclean and the clean and between the living creature 
that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten.


- Leviticus 11: 44-47




• First, he made a decision in his heart before the Lord.


Daniel’s Tactic: Wisdom + Compassion



15 But set apart Christ as Lord in your hearts, always ready to give 
a defense to everyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you.”


- 1 Peter 3:15




• He made a decision in his heart before the Lord.


• He shows discernment in how he addresses the problem 
compassionately. 


Daniel’s Tactic: Wisdom + Compassion



• He made a decision in his heart before the Lord.


• He shows discernment in how he addresses the problem 
compassionately. 


• He uses all means available.


Daniel’s Tactic: Wisdom + Compassion



• He made a decision in his heart before the Lord.


• He shows discernment in how he addresses the problem 
compassionately. 


• He uses all means available.


• He entrusts the outcome to the Lord.


Daniel’s Tactic: Wisdom + Compassion



"As it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all 
ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain.”


- Philippians 1:20-21




• He made a decision in his heart before the Lord.


• He shows discernment in how he addresses the problem 
compassionately. 


• He uses all means available.


• He entrusts the outcome to the Lord.


Daniel’s Tactic: Wisdom + Compassion



17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all 
literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions 
and dreams. 18 At the end of the time, when the king had 
commanded that they should be brought in, the chief of the 
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king 
spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood 
before the king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom and 
understanding about which the king inquired of them, he found 
them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that 
were in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year 
of King Cyrus. 


- Daniel 1:17-21




"One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one 
who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much.”


- Luke 16:10




• vss 1-5: #1 God-sized Perspective

• vss 6-8a: #2 Identity Not Determined By Culture

• vss 8-16: #3 Wise and Compassionate Engagement

• vss 17-21: #4 The Source of True Strength 

Four Worldview Perspectives 
Daniel 1:1-21



“Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.”


- Colossians 2:3



