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Justification
Picture yourself in a courtroom. Every seat is filled. Before you, sits the righteous one, the judge of the world. Next to you, is the Accuser wearing a suit and 
tie, pacing back and forth. You are on trial.
One by one, the accuser lists your transgressions aloud. He reminds you of every sin. Every evil thought and evil deed. You want to deny it, but guilt is 
written on your heart.
“Child, how do you plead? Asks the righteous Judge.
The case is clear. Broken, Humbled, you confess “I am… I am Barrabas. And I am ashamed.”
“Guilty! Guilty! Guilty!” The accuser plays the crowd like a fiddle.
The Great Chair of Judgement appears before you. It always exacts the penalty fitting the crime.
Dread fills your heart, but also… acceptance. It is not mercy, but it is just.
Suddenly, the mystery happens. The righteous Judge descends from his high seat. He looks at you. He loves you.
“The crimes are true and must be carried out… but let the sentence fall upon me instead. “For my name is also Barrabas.” The crowd was unaware, this 
name’s secret meaning was, “Son of the Father”.
Humbly, he fixed his way towards the Great Chair.
The courtroom descends into chaos. Sitting in your place, the metal bowl is placed upon his skull. The frenzied crowd screams, “Guilty! Guilty! Guilty!”
The Great Chair straps his hands and feet with nails. Then the full penalty is poured into the Son of the Father. The room’s lights flicker into darkness. 
Finally, the innocent Barrabas died for you, the guilty.
Afterwards, the Accuser danced and cackled before his corpse for three days. Hope was lost. That is… until the second mystery.
The lights surged back on. The righteous one stood up alive, still bearing wounds of judgement. But now, the sentence has been exhausted.
“I have satisfied both the law and demonstrated mercy.
“Let every accusation be silenced.”
He casts out the Accuser and returns the courtroom to order. As for you, you are declared innocent, your ledger of guilt completely blotted out.



Justification
• Picture: A Courtroom

• Problem: You are guilty.

• Solution: Jesus takes our place 
and bears our guilt.

• Response: Trust in Christ by 
faith, not your own righteousness.

• Result: Declared righteous; no 
condemnation.



JUSTIFICATION

Problem
You are guilty.

• Exodus 34:7b — “…who will by no means 
clear the guilty”
James 2:10 — “For whoever keeps the whole
law but fails in one point has become guilty of 
all of it.”
• Romans 6:23 — “For the wages of sin is 
death…”
• Colossians 2:14 — “...the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands…”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



JUSTIFICATION

Solution
Jesus takes our place and bears our judgment.

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 — “For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, that we might become the righteousness of God”
• Isaiah 53:5–6 — “he was pierced for our transgressions… the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all”
• Colossians 2:14 — “By canceling the record of debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 
cross”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



JUSTIFICATION

Response
Trust in Christ by faith, not your own righteousness.

RESPOND TO THE GOSPEL

• Romans 3:28 — “one is justified by faith apart from works of the law”
• Galatians 2:16 — “a person is not justified by works of the law but 
through faith in Jesus Christ”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



JUSTIFICATION

Result
We are declared righteous and there is no condemnation.

• Romans 8:1 — “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus”
• Romans 8:33–34a — “Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? 
It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn?”
• Philippians 3:9 — “not having a righteousness of my own… but that 
which comes through faith in Christ”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



JUSTIFICATION

Felt Need

• The person carrying a guilty conscience

• Someone haunted by something they have done

• The person who thinks, “I’m not good enough.”

• The person asking, “How could God forgive someone like me?”

• The religious person who thinks acceptance with God must be earned

• The moral perfectionist who is constantly trying to prove themselves





Redemption
Picture a marketplace, a Grand Bazaar. Music, fabrics, and jewels from faraway lands. A festive commotion. Yet you hear its festivities only faintly, 
because beneath the market lies another world, the slave market.
Enticed by its false promises, you stole the king’s fruit. Immediately, you were caught, caged and shackled. Beside you is a mirror, upon your 
reflection you can see your master, his name is Sin. He rules over your flesh, your very heart with inescapable chains.
One day, a stranger enters the alley. Unlike the other buyers, he walks upright, unmoved by its temptations. He is Prince of the Land. Part of you 
shrinks in shame, the other part of you… hopes. He sees you.

“Have you come to bargain?” Sin winks.
“No,” says the Prince. “With you, no.” “You are a thief and a rebel. You possess no rightful claim over anyone in my kingdom.”
Sin rattles your chains. “Yet this one belongs here. He stole what was yours. Will the King simply pretend that no crime was committed?”
The Prince looks at you. The fruit is still in your hands; its stain is upon your mouth. You lower your head.
“The charge is true,” says the Prince. “The king’s wages are exact; the price must be paid.”
Sin grins.
“But neither… will I surrender my beloved to your dominion.”
He opens the cage and steps inside. The Prince takes shackles and fastens them around his own wrists.
“Let this debt be counted as mine. I will redeem. I will pay the ransom.”
“You know, the wage of sin is death.” Sin retorts,
“This child of mine is worth it.”
And so, the Prince is chained to death. Sin parades the streets, that is, until the third morning. The Prince returns, resurrected. Overturning the 
marketplace; He tears open the cages and shatters their locks. And the mirror where Sin speaks, fractured.
“Come. Now is the time of your redemption. Your exodus begins. You were bought at a great price. No longer are you a slave to sin. You are free. 
You belong to me.”



Redemption
• Picture: A Marketplace

• Problem: You are a slave to sin and 
cannot free yourself.

• Solution: Jesus redeems us, buying 
our freedom with his blood

• Response: Turn from sin and live 
under Christ’s lordship.

• Result: Set free from sin’s mastery 
and now belong to God.



REDEMPTION

Problem
You are a slave to sin and cannot free yourself.

• John 8:34 — “Everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.”
• • Titus 3:3 — “slaves to various passions and pleasures”
• Romans 6:16 — “you are slaves of the one whom you obey”
• Romans 7:16 — “For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in 
my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 
out.”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



REDEMPTION

Solution
Jesus redeems us with his blood and pays the ransom for our 
freedom.

• Mark 10:45 - “The Son of Man 
came… to give his life as a ransom for 
many”
• Galatians 3:13 - “Christ redeemed 
us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us”
• 1 Corinthians 6:20 - “you were 
bought with a price”
• 1 Corinthians 6:20a – “He himself 
bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness”

24

• Ephesians 1:7 - “In him we have 
redemption through his blood”
• 1 Peter 1:18–19 - “you were 
ransomed… with the precious blood of 
Christ”
• Titus 2:14 -“who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



REDEMPTION

Response
Turn from sin and live under Christ’s lordship.

• 1 Corinthians 6:20 — “you were bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body”
• Romans 6:13 — “present yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life”
• Romans 6:19 — “present your members as slaves to righteousness”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



REDEMPTION

Result
We are set free from sin’s mastery and now belong to God.

• Colossians 1:13–14 - “He has delivered us from the domain of 
darkness… in whom we have redemption”
• John 8:36 - “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed”
• Galatians 5:1 - “For freedom Christ has set us free”
• Romans 6:22 - “you have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves of God”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



REDEMPTION

Felt Need

• The person trapped in an addiction

• The person who feels controlled by desires they hate

• The person who says, “I know this is destroying me, but I can’t stop.”

The person who says, “I can stop whenever I want.”

• The person longing not merely for forgiveness, but for freedom





Propitiation

Picture yourself in a temple at the foot of the holy mountain. Abraham, the old one, guides you. The air is thick in smoke. Incense candles burn. A 
great many witnesses are present. Among them are the prophets Moses and Elijah. Hidden in smoke and fire is El-Shaddai, who gave your people
rivers, fruitful trees and breath itself.

As you approach, Moses, with trembling hands, raises two stone tablets and smashes them before you.

“You have angered El-Shaddai. You have broken his covenant, poisoned his rivers, and cared not for the orphans and widows.”

Elijah continues, “Behold, dark clouds gather, earth quakes, mountains froth with burning sulphur. His wrath is aroused.”

Now this wrath was not like that of temperamental humans, but the measured reaction of perfect goodness against evil, no more, no less. 
However, for you, it will be unbearable.

Fearful, repentant, you bring a lamb, hoping it’s enough. Aaron, the priest, examines it. It’s filthy and blemished.

Abraham, the old one, lays his hand on your shoulder. “My young one, El-Shaddai shall provide the lamb”.

He binds you upon the stone altar. His dagger raised above you... the blade descending. Suddenly, in shining transfigured light, the High Priest 
appears; fully human, yet also the exact glory of El-Shaddai. He is his Son, his only Son, whom he loves.

“I have come in the name of El-Shaddai. Behold my glory. I do not leave sin unpunished, yet I abound more in love and faithfulness. I will be your
lamb; I will bear the curse.”

Willingly, the Son lays his life upon the sacrificial altar. In holy fire, El-Shaddai’s exact judgement pours upon him on your behalf. The sun darkens, 
the clouds cry, his hands outstretched. “It is finished!” he exclaims. His head bows. Finally, a peaceful yet sorrowful stillness covers the land.

Suddenly on the third day, transfigured in greater shining light, from the empty grave, the Son ascends above on high; “The sacrifice has become
victory.” He exclaims, “El-Shaddai is no longer your enemy, he is your friend, boldly approach him and be abundant.”



Propitiation
• Picture: A Temple

• Problem: Because of our sin, we 
are under God’s righteous judgment.

• Solution: Jesus is the propitiatory 
sacrifice, satisfying God’s righteous 
wrath against sin.

• Response: Receive Christ’s 
sacrifice by faith.

• Result: God’s wrath is satisfied; we 
have peace and reconciliation with 
God.



PROPITIATION

Problem
Because of our sin, we are under God’s righteous wrath.

• Romans 1:18 - “the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness”
• Romans 2:5 - “you are storing up wrath for yourself on the 
day of wrath”
• Ephesians 2:3 - “were by nature children of wrath”
• John 3:36 - “Whoever does not obey the Son shall not see 
life, but the wrath of God remains on him”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



“God’s wrath in the Bible is
never the capricious, self-
indulgent, irritable, morally
ignoble thing that human 
anger so often is.”

J.I. Packer, Knowing God



The wrath of God … is his steady, 
unrelenting, unremitting, 
uncompromising antagonism to evil.

John Stott, Cross of Christ



PROPITIATION

Solution
Jesus becomes the propitiatory sacrifice for us, satisfying God’s 
righteous judgment against sin.

• John 1:29 - “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
• Romans 3:25 - “whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood”
• Hebrews 2:17 - “to make propitiation for the sins of the people”
• 1 John 2:2 - “He is the propitiation for our sins”
• 1 John 4:10 - “Not that we have loved God he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins”
• Isaiah 53:4-5 – Surely, he took up our pain

and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God,

stricken by him, and afflicted.
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,

he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,

and by his wounds we are healed.

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



PROPITIATION

Response
Receive Christ’s sacrifice by faith.

• Romans 3:25 - “whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith”
• John 3:36 - “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but 
whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



PROPITIATION

Result
God’s wrath is removed and we have peace and reconciliation with 
God.

• Romans 5:1 - “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
• Romans 5:9 - “justified by his blood… saved by him from the wrath of God”
• Romans 5:10 - “while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son”
• Colossians 1:20 - “making peace by the blood of his cross”
• 1 Thessalonians 1:10 - “Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come”
• Hebrews 12:18, 21-22 - “You have not come to a mountain that can be 
touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm… The sight 
was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



PROPITIATION

Felt Need

• The person who is afraid of God

• Someone deeply conscious that God is holy and they are not

• The person terrified of death, judgment, or hell

• Someone who feels, “God must hate me.”

• The person wondering whether God could ever truly be at peace with them

• Someone who minimizes sin because the idea of divine judgment frightens them

• Someone who “emphasizes” God’s love at the neglect of his righteousness





Reconciliation

Picture yourself seated at a long table in a radiant home. Around you are brothers and sisters from every nation. At the head of the table, is the 
Father, his face has warmth. He calls you his child. But this was not always true.

Once you lived outside of the Father’s house. This outside was known as the House of Exile, ruled by Lady Estrangement. You had rejected the 
Father’s love. You rejected your rights as a child. You wanted independence, you found isolation. The house on the outside. And now a door 
stands between you and the Father’s house. You see the light beneath, but the entrance is blocked by the Great Dividing Curtain. In yourself, 
there was no hope to hope.

That is until the day the Father’s beloved Son crossed the threshold and entered your darkness. Yet where it was dark, He brought things to light

“I have come to the outside, to the house of Exiles, to bring you home”

“I cannot, as long as I wear the clothes of the forsaken, I belong to Lady Estrangement.”

The Son looked upon your stained garments and has compassion. He removed the Coat of Many Colors he received from His father and draped 
them over your shoulders.

“Take my Coat of Many Colors, this will cover you with my identity. The Dividing curtain opens for the true son.”

“But how can you return if you do not possess the coat?”

“I will be forsaken, that you might be forgiven. My abandonment for your adoption. This has always been our plan. Fear not, I will return.”

The son pressed forward; entering into the outside you deserved. The door closed behind him. Lady Estrangement formally handled the 
arrangement. The Son separated from the Father’s house forever, or so it was thought. Suddenly, the Great Dividing Curtain was torn from top 
the bottom. Darkness fled. And the door to father’s house was unlocked. And three days later, the Son triumphantly returned home. Thus so, any 
child who knocks in the name of the Son, the door shall answer.



Reconciliation
• Picture: A Home / Family

• Problem: We are outside God’s family 
and separated from fellowship with him.

• Solution: He was forsaken, so that 
we might be forgiven.

• Response: Receive Christ and come to 
the Father through faith.

• Result: Adopted into God’s family as 
his children and heirs.



Reconciliation

Problem
We are outside God’s family and separated from fellowship with 
him.
• Ephesians 2:12 — “separated from Christ… strangers… having no hope and without 
God in the world”
• Colossians 1:21 — “you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind”
• Ephesians 2:12 — “strangers to the covenants of promise… without God in the 
world”
• Ephesians 2:19 — “you are no longer strangers and aliens”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



Reconciliation

Response
Receive Christ and come to the Father through faith.

• John 1:12 - “to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God”
• Galatians 3:26 - “in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 
faith”
Revelation 3:20 - "Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any man 
hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with Me"

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



Reconciliation

Result
We are adopted into the family of God and become his children and 
heirs.

• Romans 8:15 — “you have received the Spirit of adoption as 
sons, by whom we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’”
• Romans 8:16 — “we are children of God”
• 1 John 3:1 — “See what Great love the Father has for us, that 
we should be called children of God; and so we are”
• Galatians 4:6 — “God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’”
• 2 Corinthians 6:18 — “I will be a father to you, and you shall be 
sons and daughters to me”
• Ephesians 2:19 — “members of the household of God”
• John 14:2 — “In my Father’s house are many rooms.”
• Romans 8:17 — “and if children, then heirs”

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



RECONCILIATION

Felt Need

• The person suffering from loneliness

• Someone who feels abandoned, unwanted, rejected, or forgotten

• The person who has never experienced a loving father

• Someone whose family relationships are fractured

• The outsider who never feels as though they belong anywhere

• The person asking, “Could God actually want me?”
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PICTURES OF THE GOSPEL

Problem
The penalty we deserve for our sins

01

JUSTIFICATION We are guilty before God, who must judge us.

REDEMPTION We are enslaved to sin, which leads to death.

PROPITIATION Our sin makes us enemies of God.

RECONCILIATION We are alienated from God, outside his family and fellowship.

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



PICTURES OF THE GOSPEL

Solution
Christ got what we deserved, we get what Christ deserved.

02

JUSTIFICATION
He was declared guilty
so that we might be declared righteous.

REDEMPTION
He gave his life as our ransom
so that we might be set free.

PROPITIATION
He endured the wrath of God
so that we might have peace with God.

RECONCILIATION
He was forsaken
so that we might be forgiven

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



PICTURES OF THE GOSPEL

Response
We invite a response

03

JUSTIFICATION Trust in Christ by faith, not in your own righteousness.

REDEMPTION Turn from sin and live under Christ’s lordship.

PROPITIATION Receive Christ’s sacrifice by faith.

RECONCILIATION Receive Christ and come to the Father through faith.

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



PICTURES OF THE GOSPEL

Result
The victory we have now in Christ

04

JUSTIFICATION God declares us righteous. There is no condemnation.

REDEMPTION Christ sets us free from sin’s mastery. Our life belongs to God.

PROPITIATION God’s wrath is satisfied. We have peace with God.

RECONCILIATION God adopts us as his children and heirs in his household.

PROBLEM SOLUTION RESPONSE RESULT



The Cross of Christ, 
pg.166 - John Stott

“My contention is that 
“substitution is not a further 
“theory” or “image” to be set 
alongside the others, but rather 
the foundation of them all, 
without which each lacks cogency. 
If God in Christ did not die in our 
place, there could be neither 
propitiation, nor redemption, nor 
justification, nor reconciliation.”



2 CORINTHIANS 5:20-21
20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, 
as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.



The Cross of Christ, 
pg.199 - John Stott

“I am not of course saying that it is 
necessary to understand, let alone 
articulate, a substitutionary 
atonement before one can be saved. 
Yet the responsibility of Christian 
teachers, preachers and other 
witnesses is to seek grace to expound 
it with clarity and conviction. For the 
better people understand the glory 
of the divine substitution, the easier 
it will be for them to trust in the 
substitute.”
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