
Gospel Clarity
Acts 15:1-29



But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the 
brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and Barnabas 
had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and 
Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 
3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through 
both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion 
of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers. 4 When 
they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and 
the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had 
done with them. 



5 But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees 
rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order 
them to keep the law of Moses.”6 The apostles and the elders 
were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after there 
had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, 
“Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word 
of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to 
us, 9 and he made no distinction between us and them, having 
cleansed their hearts by faith. 



10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing 
a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 12 And all 
the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul 
as they related what signs and wonders God had done through 
them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, James 
replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon has related how God 
first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 




15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is 
written, 16 “‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of 
David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, 
17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the 
Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes 
these things 18 known from of old.’ 19 Therefore my judgment is 
that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God, 
20 but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by 
idols, and from sexual immorality, and from what has been 
strangled, and from blood. 21 For from ancient generations 
Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is 
read every Sabbath in the synagogues.”



22 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the 
whole church, to choose men from among them and send them 
to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called 
Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 23 with 
the following letter: “The brothers, both the apostles and the 
elders, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 24 Since we have heard that some 
persons have gone out from us and troubled you with words, 
unsettling your minds, although we gave them no instructions, 
25 it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to 
choose men and send them to you with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 




27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will 
tell you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed 
good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden 
than these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been 
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves 
from these, you will do well. Farewell.”


- Acts 15:1-29





The Council of Nicaea (325) clarified that Jesus is fully God, 
protecting the church's understanding of Christ.


The Protestant Reformation (1517) recovered the Church’s 
emphasis on biblical authority and justification by faith alone, 
returning to the biblical roots of the Gospel.


The Lausanne Movement (1974) in the 70’s’s renewed the 
church's commitment to world evangelization and the necessity 
of keeping the message clear about the reality of hell.




Acts 15:1-29

Main Idea: The Gospel of Grace is challenged, but Salvation through Faith 

Alone by Grace Alone in Christ Alone wins the day.

•vss 1-5: The Dispute: Law or Grace

•vss. 6-11: Peter’s Answer: Through Faith Alone by Grace Alone 

In Christ Alone

•vss. 13-21: James’ Answer: Scripture Alone

•vss. 22-29: Concessions: Of One Accord 



But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the 
brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the 
custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and 
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul 
and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. 
3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through 
both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion 
of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.



4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the 
church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that 
God had done with them. 5 But some believers who belonged to 
the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to 
circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of 
Moses.”


- Acts 15:1-5



The Dispute:


How can one be made right (justified) with God?




 We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 yet 
we know that a person is not justified (made right with God) by 
works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ, so we also 
have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified (made right 
with God) by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because 
by works of the law no one will be justified (made right with God).


- Galatians 2:15-16




Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go 
up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.


- Acts 15:2




 6 The apostles and the elders were gathered together to 
consider this matter. 7 And after there had been much debate, 
Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the 
early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 And 
God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them 
the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, 9 and he made no distinction 
between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. 
10 Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing 
a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we 
have been able to bear? 11 But we believe that we will be saved 
through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” 


- Acts 15:6-11




• God’s choice: God made a choice among you, that by my 
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe. (vs7)


Peter’s Argument- Logical Flow



• God’s choice: God made a choice among you, that by my 
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe (vs7). 

• Holy Spirit as Evidence: And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to 
us (vs8).


Peter’s Argument- Logical Flow



• God’s choice: God made a choice among you, that by my 
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 
believe (vs7). 

• Holy Spirit as Evidence: And God, who knows the heart, bore 
witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to 
us (vs8). 

• By Faith Alone: he made no distinction between us and them, 
having cleansed their hearts by faith (vs 9).


Peter’s Argument- Logical Flow



Faith alone = trust in Jesus’ completed work and not our own




8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin 
and righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they 
do not believe in me; 


- John 16:8-9



• Not by works: Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the 
test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither 
our fathers nor we have been able to bear (vs 10)?

Peter’s Argument- Logical Flow (cont.)



4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on 
people’s shoulders, . . . 13“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s 
faces.. . 15Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he 
becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell 
as yourselves. .  




24You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 
25“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean 
the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of 
greed and self-indulgence. 26You blind Pharisee! First clean the 
inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean.. 
. 33You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape 
being sentenced to hell? 


—Matthew 23:4ff.




 Let it be known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 39 and by him everyone 
who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be 
freed by the law of Moses.


- Acts 13:38-39




“For in our age the temptation to presumption besets many, 
especially those who try with all their might to be just and good 
without knowing the righteousness of God, which is most 
bountifully and freely given us in Christ. They try to do good of 
themselves in order that they might stand before God clothed in 
their own virtues and merits. But this is impossible. . .Therefore, my 
dear Friar, learn Christ and him crucified. Learn to praise him and, 
despairing of yourself, say, ‘Lord Jesus, you are my righteousness, 
just as I am your sin. You have taken upon yourself what is mine 
and have given to me what is yours. You have taken upon yourself 
what you were not and have given to me what I was not.’ 


- Luther, “Commentary on Romans”




• Not by works: Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the 
test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither 
our fathers nor we have been able to bear (vs 10)? 

• Through Grace Alone in Christ Alone: But we believe that we 
will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they 
will.” (vs 11)

Peter’s Argument- Logical Flow (cont.)



Grace Alone = God gives us what we did not deserve, salvation.


Christ Alone = Salvation comes through Jesus; there is no other 
way to the Father.




• God’s choice: vs7 

• Holy Spirit as Evidence: vs 8 

• By Faith Alone: vs 9 

• Not by works: vs 10 

• Through Grace Alone in Christ Alone: vs 11 

Peter’s Argument- Logical Flow



12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas 
and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done 
through them among the Gentiles. 13 After they finished speaking, 
James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. 14 Simeon (Peter) has 
related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a 
people for his name.  15 And with this the words of the prophets 
agree, just as it is written, 16 “‘After this I will return, and I will 
rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I 
will restore it, 17 that the remnant of mankind may seek the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the 
Lord, who makes these things 18 known from of old.’(citation from 
Amos 9:11–12).


- Acts 15:12-18.




“The brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers 
who are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 
24 Since we have heard that some persons have gone out from us 
and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we 
gave them no instructions, 25 it has seemed good to us, having 
come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with 
our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.




27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell 
you the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it has seemed good 
to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than 
these requirements: 29 that you abstain from what has been 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been 
strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from 
these, you will do well. Farewell.”


- Acts 15:23-29




• One: each group had to make some concessions.


Three Steps to Harmony



13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, 
but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in 
the way of a brother. . . By what you eat, do not destroy the one for 
whom Christ died. . . 19 So then let us pursue what makes for 
peace and for mutual upbuilding. 20 Do not, for the sake of food, 
destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong 
for anyone to make another stumble by what he eats. 21 It is good 
not to eat meat or drink wine or do anything that causes your 
brother to stumble.


- Romans 14:13ff.




• One: each group had to make some concessions.


• Two: We see there was agreement on Primary doctrines and 
charity on secondary matters.


Three Steps to Harmony



“In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity”




• One: each group had to make some concessions.


• Two: We see there was agreement on Primary Doctrines and 
charity on secondary matters.


• Three: This whole process was guided by the Holy Spirit


Three Steps to Harmony



• One: Clarity on Primary Doctrines is essential.


Applications for Contemporary Church



• Is this doctrine clearly taught in Scripture?


• Is it essential to the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1–4)?


• Was it affirmed by the historic church as foundational?


• Does denying it change who God is or how people are saved?


What are Primary Doctrines that Unite?



• One: Clarity on Primary Doctrines is essential.


• Two: In Secondary Matters we must practice charity.


Applications for Contemporary Church



15 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer 
walking in love.. .  19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace 
and for mutual upbuilding.


- Romans 14:15+19



