
Living in Between the “Already” 
but “Not Yet”
Zechariah 9:1-17



Outline of Zechariah’s Prophecy 

• Chapters 1-6: 8 Visions Outlining God’s Plan of Salvation.


• Chapters 7-8: The Heart of Worship- living faithfully as we wait. 

• Chapters 9-12: God’s Future Promises- Apocalyptic



• Vision 1: God has a plan of deliverance  
• Vision 2: God chooses to demonstrate His strength through 

weakness

• Vision 3: God is the defender of His people and plans.

• Vision 4: God forgives because of the work of Jesus/Messiah 
• Vision 5: God’s presence empowers a forgiven people.

• Vision 6: God convicts His people by exposing sin.

• Vision 7: God progressively purifies and removes sin from His 

people.

• Vision 8: God executes judgment to bring justice and peace

Zechariah’s 8 Visions



1 The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of 
Hadrach and Damascus is its resting place. For the Lord has an 
eye on mankind and on all the tribes of Israel, 2 and on Hamath 
also, which borders on it, Tyre and Sidon, though they are very 
wise. 3 Tyre has built herself a rampart and heaped up silver like 
dust, and fine gold like the mud of the streets. 4 But behold, the 
Lord will strip her of her possessions and strike down her power 
on the sea, and she shall be devoured by fire. 5 Ashkelon shall 
see it, and be afraid; Gaza too, and shall writhe in anguish; Ekron 
also, because its hopes are confounded. The king shall perish 
from Gaza; Ashkelon shall be uninhabited; 6 a mixed people shall 
dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the pride of Philistia. 



7 I will take away its blood from its mouth, and its abominations 
from between its teeth; it too shall be a remnant for our God; it 
shall be like a clan in Judah, and Ekron shall be like the Jebusites. 
8 Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none shall 
march to and fro; no oppressor shall again march over them, for 
now I see with my own eyes.



9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut 
off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from 
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for 
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 13 For I have bent Judah as my bow; I have made 
Ephraim its arrow. I will stir up your sons, O Zion, against your 
sons, O Greece, and wield you like a warrior’s sword.



14 Then the Lord will appear over them, and his arrow will go 
forth like lightning; the Lord God will sound the trumpet and will 
march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. 15 The Lord of hosts 
will protect them, and they shall devour, and tread down the sling 
stones, and they shall drink and roar as if drunk with wine, and be 
full like a bowl, drenched like the corners of the altar. 16 On that 
day the Lord their God will save them, as the flock of his people; 
for like the jewels of a crown they shall shine on his land. 17 For 
how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty! Grain shall 
make the young men flourish, and new wine the young women.


 - Zechariah 9:1-17






Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 
2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and 
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their 
God. 


- Revelation 21:1-3




Main Point:  We can trust God with our future, because he has 
proven Himself faithful in the past. 

vss. 1-8: Historical Prophecy- Fulfilled in Alexander the Great

vss. 9-13: Jesus 1st Coming- Fulfilled in Jesus

vss. 14-7: Jesus 2nd Coming- Still to come



The oracle of the word of the Lord is against the land of Hadrach 
and Damascus is its resting place. For the Lord has an eye on 
mankind and on all the tribes of Israel, 2 and on Hamath also, 
which borders on it, Tyre and Sidon, though they are very wise. 


- Zechariah 9:1-2



Alexander the Great

356-323 B.C.



 8 Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none shall 
march to and fro; no oppressor shall again march over them, for 
now I see with my own eyes.


- Zechariah 9:8



Flavius Josephus

37-100 A.D.



“When Alexander while still far off saw the multitude of white 
garments, the priests at their head clothed in linen, and the high 
priest in a robe of hyacinth-blue and gold, wearing on his head the 
mitre with the golden plate on it on which was inscribed the name 
of God, he (Alexander) approached alone and prostrated himself 
before the Name and first greeted the high priest.” 


- Josephus, “Histories”, XI viii 3-5”



It was not to him that I prostrated myself but the God of whom he 
has the honour to be high priest, for it was he whom I saw in my 
sleep dressed as he is now, when I was in Dior in Macedonia. As I 
was considering with myself how I might become master of Asia, 
he urged me not to hesitate but to cross over confidently, for he 
himself would lead my army and give over to me the empire of the 
Persians. Since, therefore, I have beheld no one else in such 
robes, and on seeing him now I am reminded of the vision and the 
exhortation, I believe that I have made this expedition under divine 
guidance and that I shall defeat Darius and destroy the power of 
the Persians.” 


- Josephus, “Histories”, XI viii 3-5”



 8 Then I will encamp at my house as a guard, so that none shall 
march to and fro; no oppressor shall again march over them, for 
now I see with my own eyes.


- Zechariah 9:8



Main Point:  

We can trust God with our future, because he has proven Himself 
faithful in the past.



9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut 
off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from 
sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth. 11 As for 
you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set 
your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12 Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 


- Zechariah 9:9-12




Four Characteristics of the Messiah: 

• “Your King”


• “Righteous”


• “Having Salvation”


• “Humble”




Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly (humble) in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.


- Matthew 11:29



11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with 
you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I 
declare that I will restore to you double. 


- Zechariah 9:11-12



Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not 
obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him.


- John 3:36



Then the Lord will appear over them, and his arrow will go forth 
like lightning; the Lord God will sound the trumpet and will march 
forth in the whirlwinds of the south.


- Zechariah 9:14



16 On that day the Lord their God will save them, as the flock of 
his people; for like the jewels of a crown they shall shine on his 
land. 17 For how great is his goodness, and how great his 
beauty. 


- Zechariah 9:16-17



Main Point:  

We can trust God with our future, because he has proven Himself 
faithful in the past.



“The Christian is the most contented man in the world, but he is 
the least contented with the world. . . The believer is like a man in 
a sailing vessel, well content with the good ship for what it is, 
and hopeful that it may bear him safely across the sea, willing to 
put up with all its inconveniences without complaint; but if you 
ask him whether would choose to live on board in that narrow 
cabin, he will will tell you that he longs for the time when the 
harbour shall be in view, and the green fields, and the happy 
homesteads of his native land.” 


- Charles Spurgeon “The Glorious Hereafter and Ourselves”



Main Point:  

We can trust God with our future, because he has proven Himself 
faithful in the past.


