
Living with Eternal Hope 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10



16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 
inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary 
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the 
things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal. 
who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee. 

- 2 Corinthians 4:16-18



1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly 
dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. 4 For 
while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we 
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what 
is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this 
very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 

- 2 Corinthians 5:1-5



6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home 
in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by 
sight. 8 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from 
the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So whether we are at home or 
away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for 
what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

- 2 Corinthians 5:6-10



“He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with 
you into his presence”

-2. Corinthians 4:14



Main Idea:
Resurrection hope transform our perspective, assures us of our heavenly 
dwelling, and empowers us to live courageously for Christ.
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1. Resurrection Hope Transforms our Perspective (4:16–18)
2. Resurrection Hope Assures us of Heavenly Dwelling (5:1–5)
3. Resurrection Hope Empowers us to Live Courageously (5:6–10)



16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our 
inner self is being renewed day by day.  
                                                                              - 2 Corinthians 4:16



And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.

- 2 Corinthians 3:18



"I have learned to kiss the wave that throws me against the Rock of 
Ages. When my body faltered under sickness, my soul was renewed by 
the love of Christ. This decay of the outward frame only served to reveal 
the ever-deepening renewal of the inner man. Though I groaned with 
pain, my spirit rejoiced with hope, for every sigh became a song of trust 
in the eternal promises of God.”

- Charles Spurgeon



For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison. 

- 2 Corinthians 4:17



Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that was 
to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead.

-2 Corinthians 1:9



As we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 
unseen are eternal.

- 2 Corinthians 4:18



"The things of this world are like shadows—always moving, never 
substantial. But the things of God are solid and everlasting. The joys of 
earth are like a drop of water; the joys of heaven, like the ocean. Shall 
we not endure the drop for the sake of the ocean? What are a few 
fleeting years of trouble compared to an eternity of unbroken delight 
with Christ?”

- Jonathan Edwards



Paul’s words challenge us to see our lives through the lens of eternity:

(1) To remember that as our bodies weaken, God is renewing us 

inwardly, shaping us into Christ's image.

(2) To trust that in suffering, God prepares us for eternal glory.

(3) To fix our eyes from the seen to the unseen, valuing the eternal.



Where is your focus? 
1. Are you consumed by the seen, your current struggles, ambitions, or 

possessions? 
2. Or are you fixing your eyes on the unseen realities of God’s 

kingdom? 
3. Do you see your trials as God’s refining tool for eternal glory?



Resurrection Hope Transforms Our Perspective by 
Renewing Us Daily, Preparing Us Through Suffering, and 
Fixing Our Eyes on Eternal Glory.



For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we 
have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.

- 2 Corinthians 5:1



Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body.

- Philippians 3:20–21



It’s like walking into Baskin Robbins, the American ice cream store, and 
asking for a steak. It’s not on the menu—it doesn’t even exist as an 
option. That’s what sin will be like in the resurrection. We long to be 
clothed with our glorified, resurrected bodies because not only will the 
effects of sin we experience now be gone, but so will the sinful desires 
and passions we wrestle with daily. Sin won’t just be absent—it won’t 
even be a possibility. The potential for evil will have been completely and 
permanently erased.

- Carsten Lotz



He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the 
Spirit as a guarantee.

- 2 Corinthians 5:5



For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if 
indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still 
in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, 
but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be 
swallowed up by life.

- 2 Corinthians 5:2-4



For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we 
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

- Romans 8:22–23



“The saints in this world do groan earnestly, longing for deliverance from 
sin and the trials of this fallen state. But this groaning is not despair; it is 
the groaning of hope. It is the cry of a soul that knows its redemption is 
sure and that the glories of heaven will far outweigh every sorrow 
endured on earth.”

- Jonathan Edwards



Paul’s words here challenge us to consider where we find our Assurance 

and Hope:

1. To remember the eternal building God has prepared when we feel 

our frailty.

2. To groan with confident hope in the fullness of our redemption.

3. To trust the Spirit’s assurance of God’s promise in our doubt.



Where do you place your assurance:
1. Are we clinging to the temporary comforts of this life? 
2. Or are we resting in the assurance of a heavenly dwelling 

prepared by God?



Resurrection Hope Assures Us of a Heavenly Dwelling as 
we Groan in Temporary Tents, Long for Eternal Bodies, 
and Rest in the Spirit’s Guarantee.



6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at 
home in the body we are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, 
not by sight. 

- 2 Corinthians 5:6-7



Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation

- Hebrews 11:1–2



 Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. 

- 2 Corinthians 5:8



So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him
- 2 Corinthians 5:9



For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 
one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether 
good or evil

- 2 Corinthians 5:10



“To come to the judgment seat of Christ without fear, you must first 
come to the mercy seat. There, sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb, 
we find grace to live courageously and walk in holiness, knowing our 
works will one day be tested and refined by fire.”

- Charles Spurgeon



Paul’s words in this section challenge us to live courageously in light of 
our resurrection hope:

1. To walk by faith, trusting in the unseen realities of God’s promises 

2. To long to be with Christ, finding our ultimate satisfaction in Him

3. To aim to please Him through grace-shaped obedience, mindful of 

His judgment.



How do you live courageously in light of our resurrection hope:
1. Are you living with the courage that resurrection hope inspires? 
2. Are you walking by faith, longing for Christ, and making it your aim 

to please Him?



Resurrection Hope Empowers Us to Live Courageously—
in Faith, Longing for Christ, and with the Aim to Glorify 
God.



Resurrection hope:

1. Transforms our Perspective by Renewing us Daily, Preparing us 

Through Suffering, and Fixing our Eyes on Eternal Glory.

2. Assures us of a Heavenly Dwelling as we Groan in Temporary Tents, 

Long for Eternal Bodies, and Rest in the Spirit’s Guarantee.

3. And it Empowers us to live Courageously, Walking by Faith, Longing 

for Christ, with the Aim to Please Him. 


