Are you ready?

Matthew 25:1-13



“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps|a] and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oll
with their lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here
Is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those virgins
rose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise,
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’



9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough
for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for
yourselves.” 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to the
marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other
virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he
answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.” 13 Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the houir.

-Matthew 25:1-13



“to wait” -verb

to allow time to go by, especially while staying in one place
without doing very much, until someone comes, until something
that you are expecting happens or until you can do something.



Watchful (adjective):

paying careful attention and ready to deal with problems that may
arise.
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Main idea of the parable:
“Being watchful” means living this life in active anticipation and readiness
for Christ's return.

Matthew 25:1-13:

* The context of the parable.
* The parable proper
e 4 Lessons from the parable.



Matthew 24:30-31:

“they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the
other.”

Matthew 24:36
36 “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of

heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only.

Matthew 24:42:
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming,.

Matthew 24:44:
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.



Aspects of the Parable:

* 5 wise bridesmaids = prepared and ready for Jesus

e 5 foolish bridesmaids = unprepared and not ready for Jesus
e Groom = Jesus

* Wedding feast = eternal kingdom of God (new heaven/earth)



12 But he answered, ‘ITruly, | say to you, | do not know you.’

- Matthew 25:12



13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

— Matthew 25:13



Main idea of the parable:

“Being watchful” means living this life in active anticipation and readiness
for Christ's return.



4 Main Lessons of the Parable of the 10 Bridesmaids

* Being watchful = being prepared for Christ’s return at any moment
* Faith is non-transferable
* Lost opportunities cannot be regained

* The wonderful Gospel in this passage



Watchful (adjective):

paying careful attention and ready to deal with problems that may
arise.



Spiritual Guages for testing the believer’s readiness:

* Holding on to all God’s good gifts with an open hand.



Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?”
In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

- Job 2:10



Spiritual Guages for testing the believer’s readiness:

* Holding on to all God’s good gifts with an open hand.

* Living today in light of eternity. (time, money, energy and relationships).




19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy
Spirit, who Is in you, whom you have received from God? You are
not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your bodies.

- 1 Corinthians 6:19-20



Do not work for food that spolls, but for food that endures to
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you.

- John 6:27



Lord, help me live from day to day; In such a self-forgetful way;
That even when | kneel to pray; My prayer shall be for others. Yes,
others, Lord, yes, others, Let this my motto be; Let “Self” be
crucified and slain And buried deep.



Spiritual Guages for testing the believer’s readiness:

* Holding on to all God’s good gifts with an open hand.

* Living today in light of eternity. (time, money, energy and relationships).

* Seeing every circumstance as a kingdom opportunity



Spiritual Guages for testing the believer’s readiness:

Holding on to all God’s good gifts with an open hand.

Living today in light of eternity. (time, money, energy and relationships).

Seeing every circumstance as a kingdom opportunity

Confessing and repenting of ongoing sin. ..



Spiritual Guages for testing the believer’s readiness:

Holding on to all God’s good gifts with an open hand.

Living today in light of eternity. (time, money, energy and relationships).

Seeing every circumstance as a kingdom opportunity

Confessing and repenting of ongoing sin. ..



Two lessons for the unbeliever/seeker:

e Faith is non-transferable



8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oll, for
our lamps are going out.” 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the
dealers and buy for yourselves.’

- Matthew 25:8-9



Two lessons for the unbeliever/seeker:

e Faith is non-transferable

* Lost opportunities cannot be regained



5 10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and
the door was shut.

- Matthew 25:10



Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect.

- Matthew 24:44



Truly, truly, | say to you, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come Into
judgment, but has passed from death to life.

- Jesus (John 5:26)



10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and
the door was shut.

- Matthew 25:10



10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and
those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast,
and the door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also,

saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” 12 But he answered, ‘Truly, | say
to you, | do not know you.’

— Matthew 13:10-12



Eido:

In the biblical context, "eido" reflects a Hebraic understanding of
knowledge that is relational and experiential, not merely
Intellectual. This aligns with the Jewish emphasis on knowing
God through experience and relationship rather than abstract
reasoning alone. (Strong’s Lexicon of New Testament Greek)



“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe
also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; Iif that were not
so, would | have told you that | am going there to prepare a place
for you? 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come
pback and take you to be with me that you also may be where |

am. 4 You know the way to the place where | am going.

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’'t kKnow where you are
going, so how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus answered, “| am
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my

Father as well.

-John 14:1-7



13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

- Matthew 25:13



