
Luke 16:1-7
1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his 
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an 
account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not 
strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my 
job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?’
6 “‘Nine hundred gallons[a] of olive oil,’ he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels[b] of wheat,’ he replied.

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’



Luke 16:8-14
8“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the 
people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the 
light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you 
will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have 
not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?
13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

14 The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus.



“Look, I’m sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as wise as serpents and as 

innocents as doves.” - Matthew 10:16



““The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of 
this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light” –

Luke 16:8



Main Idea: If worldly people can be shrewd for worldly things, how much 
more should Christians be shrewd for Jesus?

1. How to be shrewd for Jesus

2. Why you should be shrewd for Jesus

3. What might be slowing or stopping you from being shrewd for Jesus
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“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be 

welcomed into eternal dwellings.” – Luke 16:9
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10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been 
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have 
not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 
– Luke 16:10-12



“Make the most of your days, because the days are evil.” - Ephesians 5:16



“The Silver is mine and the Gold is mine, says the Lord.” We can’t keep our wealth, and it’s 
not even ours to begin with.” - Hagai 2:8



“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!” -
Matthew 25:23, Parable of the Talents



10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is 
building on it. But each one should build with care. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this foundation using 
gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, 
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the 

quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been built survives, the builder will receive a 
reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though 

only as one escaping through the flames. – 1 Corinthians 3:10-14
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Because our resources won’t last and they belong to God, 
and He will judge and reward us accordingly
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13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” – Luke 
16:13



“Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father 
is not in them.” - 1 John 2:15



Main Idea: If worldly people can be shrewd for worldly things, how much 
more should Christians be shrewd for Jesus?

1. How to be shrewd for Jesus

By investing your time and resources into people (Lk 16:9)

2. Why you should be shrewd for Jesus

Because our resources won’t last and they belong to God, 
and He will judge and reward us accordingly

3. What might be slowing or stopping you from being shrewd for Jesus

The world wants to become your master. But choose 
God.



1 Corinthians 1:18-24

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved, it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.”

20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to 
save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 
23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God.


