
Outside-in vs Inside-out Living
Luke 18:9-14



9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two 
men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I 
give tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing far 
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, 
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man 
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For 
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”


 - Luke 18:9-14







But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the 
LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 


- 1 Samuel 16:7




Main idea: 

Salvation is not from the outside in, but rather from the inside out.




Luke 18:9-14

• vss 9 +14:  A universal felt need: Justification

• vss 10-12: Outside in Justification

• vss 13-14: Inside out Justification



9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: . . . 
14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 
than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 


- Luke 18:9 +14



Righteousness:  
means to “be right with”, entailing a sense of wholeness and 
moral perfection. To be right with God, with others, and with 
oneself.


Justification  
means to be “declared innocent,” “not guilty,” or “free from 
condemnation.” It speaks of the longing for affirmation we all 
have in our hearts.



Jesus makes it clear that righteousness is a prerequisite to 
justification.



Two Characters = Two Approaches 

•The pharisee represents an outside in approach.


•The tax collector represents an inside-out approach.




9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves 
that they were righteous, and treated others with contempt: 
10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, 
prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’


— Luke 18:9-12



The outside-in approach says: 

“if I do these specific things, then I will be accepted.”



“Meaning is actually the instinct that helps you guide yourself 
through that catastrophe. And most of that meaning is to be found 
in the adoption of responsibility.. . “In an athletic performance, you 
really like to see someone who’s extremely disciplined and in shape 
do something physically remarkable and to stretch themselves even 
beyond their previous exploits because you really like to see a 
brilliant move in an athletic match. You also like to see that person 
[whom you admire] ensconced in a broader moral framework so that 
not only are they trying to win and disciplining themselves in pursuit 
of that victory, but they are also stretching themselves. So they’re 
continually getting better.”


- Jordan Pederson



13 But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his 
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 


- Luke 18:13-14



ἱλάσκομαι 

def.  
• to be an atonement for me


•  to be propitious, make propitiation for me


• To remove one’s anger through a sacrifice.




The nation was commanded to offer two lambs each day as a 
korban olah (burnt offering), one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon. These were called the korban tamid, meaning a 
“perpetual offering,” since it was offered daily. . . These sacrifices 
were offered continually so that we might have a constant, 
ongoing relationship with Him. 


- Rabbi Jack Abramowitz 



17 For this reason he (Jesus) had to be made like them, fully 
human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful 
and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement (be a propitiation) for the sins of the people. 


- Hebrews 2:17

 



 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away 
sins.. . And every priest stands daily at his service, offering 
repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. .  For by a single 
offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 
sanctified. 


—Hebrews 10:4, 11-14



Two ways to live:


• Law: If I obey, I am accepted (outside-in)


• Gospel: I am accepted, therefore I obey. (inside-out)




28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”


- Matthew 11:28-30



14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather 
than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”


 - Luke 18:14


