Contending for the faith

A study on the Epistle of Jude



Responding to false teaching:

Know your Saviour!
Jude 1:17-25



Jude I:17-25

17 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the
apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. '8 They said to you, “In the
last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly
passions.” 17 It is these who cause divisions, worldly

people, devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building
yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, 2! keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.



22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save others
by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with
fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.

24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling

and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory
with great joy, 2> to the only God, our Saviour, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
before all time and now and for ever. Amen.



Being prepared

* Preparing for life (positively & defensively)
* Warnings in Scripture about the threats (Eph 6:10-20)
* Jude: identify & respond to false teachers



We prepare and respond to false teachings
by getting more immersed in our salvation

Ways to respond and be prepared



Recall the warnings

* “But you beloved ... remember..."” (vl7)
* Recall what the apostles taught (Jesus’ warning in Mt 7:15)

* False teachers (18-19): scoffers; ungodly passions; division; devoid
of the Spirit

* As Christians we should recall the truth of the Gospel in Scripture



Grow strong in faith

» 2nd time:"“But you beloved... building yourselves up” (20)

* Pray in the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:26, Eph 6:18); keep
yourselves in the love of God; wait for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ

* As Christians we have to continue to grow in our faith



Care for the community

* God created community (New Testament Church)
* Some members need love and support (22-23)

* Mercy those who doubt (Mk 9:24); intervene by “snatching

... out of the fire” (Zech 3:2); take care when dealing with
“garment stained”

* As Christians we care for one another, balancing love &
holiness



Worship the only God

* Not in own strength — therefore Jude’s doxology (25)
* Worship the only God, live under His authority

* God is able to keep us from falling (stumbling) and blameless; to Him
belong glory, majesty, dominion, authority throughout all eternity

* As Christians our lives should focus on God (that is true worship)



Measure your strength

* Eph 6:10 “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power”
* Recall: Do you know the Bible!?

* Grow:Are you growing, becoming stronger?

* Care: Do you show mercy, but remain pure?

* Worship: Is God in your values, decisions, relationship...?



Prayer



