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Christian Community
Philemon 1:1-7;22-25



Philemon |:1-7;22-25

' Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
to Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker —2 also to
Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow soldier — and to
the church that meets in your home: 3 Grace and peace to
you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



4 | always thank my God as | remember you in my
prayers, > because | hear about your love for all his holy
people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. ¢ | pray that
your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in
deepening your understanding of every good thing we
share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love has given me
great joy and encouragement, because you, brother,
have refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people...



22 And one thing more: prepare a guest room for me, because
| hope to be restored to you in answer to your prayers.

23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you
greetings. 24 And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke,
my fellow workers.

2> The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.



Philemon: The epistle (letter)

* Shortest, most personal of Paul’s letters
* Part of the “prison letters”, written early 60’s AD
* Colossians & Philemon sent with Tychicus (Col 4:7-9)



Philemon: The person

* Wealthy member/leader of the Colossian church (vv2,22)
» Converted under Paul’s ministry (vI9)
* Paul wrote about a run-away slave, Onesimus



Philemon: The issue

* Sending a Christian slave back to his Christian master; a tricky issue
* We learn about behaviour in the new Christian community
* Point of departure: Our identity in Christ



Many references to our new identity
in Christ and the unique community
that we are a part of

Signs and characteristics of a Christian Community



Community is God-focused

* “God”,“Lord” and “Jesus Christ” used |3x

* Paul:“prisoner for Christ Jesus” (vl); Christian greetings (vv3, 25)
* Christian Community honours God, spreads the Gospel message



Community is People-centred

* Respect: brother, sister, fellow soldier, worker, prisoner (vvl-2,23-24)
* Approached Philemon with sensitivity over slave issue (vv8-21)

* Philemon loved, refreshed “the saints” (v5-6), benefitted Paul (v6),

* Christian Community respects, acknowledges others



Community facilitates Spiritual growth

* Philemon encouraged to grow “full knowledge; every good thing” (v6)
* Philemon caused Paul “joy and comfort” (v7)

* Christian Community ensures accountability, encouragement, growth



Community provides Care & Support

* Mutual care for each other (vI9b); Philemon refreshed others (v/7b)
* Prayer for Philemon (vv4, 6); prayer and hospitality for Paul (v22)
* Christian Community is about hospitality, care, support, prayers



We, the Christian Community

* God created us for fellowship (Gen 2:18)

* God’s community (Gen 12:1-3,2 Cor 5:17; | Pet 2:9-10; Eph 2:1 | ff)
* He desires that we live in community, love, action



Challenge

* Focus on God as our foundation
* Acknowledge and respect others
* Encourage each other to grow

* Reach out in love and care



Prayer



