


(2) Joseph the Slave

Genesis 39:1-20



Genesis 39:1-20 (extracts)

Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian 
who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, 
bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.
2 The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in 
the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw that 
the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in 
everything he did, 4 Joseph found favour in his eyes and became 
his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he 
entrusted to his care everything he owned.



6  …Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his 
master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’
8 But he refused… 9 ’My master has withheld nothing from me 
except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such a 
wicked thing and sin against God?’…
11 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none 
of the household servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak 
and said, ‘Come to bed with me!’ But he left his cloak in her hand 
and ran out of the house.



17 Then she told (her husband) this story: ‘That Hebrew slave 
you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 18 But as 
soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and 
ran out of the house.’
19 When his master heard the story his wife told him… he 
burned with anger. 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him 
in prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were 
confined.



Ups-and-Downs

• Life is full of ups and downs – this is reality!
• When all is well, something bad seems to happen
• Joseph may have felt that way!
–From Special Coat to Cistern
–From Cistern to Slavery
–From Estate Manager to Prisoner



Genesis 39 reveals God’s intervention AND 
Joseph’s response

Characteristics of Joseph the Slave



Privileged
• Not all slaves were equal – God’s grace
• Joseph prospered – well-liked
• Privileged position (v2)



Blessed
• Joseph was blessed by God 
• God was with him (v2) 
• God blessed all he did (v3)
• God blessed Potiphar’s household (v5) – Jer 29:7



Responsible
• Hard-working
• Good work ethics, reliable, trustworthy
• Managed Potiphar’s household (v6)
• Trusted and Promoted



Principled
• Joseph was smart, faithful, trustworthy, attractive…
• These qualities landed him in trouble (v7-12)
• Refused Mrs P’s invitations
–Legal argument (v8-9a); Religious argument (v9b); Wise 

action (v10); Fled from her (v12)



Faithful
• Faithful to God (v9b) 
• Faithful to his owner/master (v9a)
• Faithful to himself



Disappointed
• Faced with a difficult decision – Catch 22
– Giving in: Mrs P has power over him
– Not giving in: Mrs P can get him in trouble

• Joseph had no recourse, unfairly ending up in prison



God-focused
• Joseph resolved to live according to his faith in God
• God showed his control – Joseph landed in “better” prison
• But God … was writing “his-story”!



The Bible and slavery
• Part of ancient society
• Old Testament: God gave guidance 
• New Testament application… 
– Theological: Slaves of Jesus Christ (Rom 6)
– Practical: Equal in Christ (Eph 6:5-8; Col 3:22-24, Phil)



The Challenge
• Ownership: Whose slave am I? 
• Privileges: How am I blessed?
• Work ethics: My attitude towards work/job?
• Moral values: Dealing with temptations? 
• Faithfulness: Am I faithful to God, others, self? 
• Ups-and-Downs: How do I deal with disappointments?
• Remember Jesus’ sacrifice: Bought with price (1 Cor 6:18-20)



Is the fact that I am a slave of Christ reflected in 
how I deal with the ups-and-downs of life?

Prayer


