How Mature Disciples Are Made

Colossians 1:28-29



Timeless Biblical Truth:

Mature disciples are made by proclaiming Christ, admonishing
and teaching.
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28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
29 For this | toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me.

- Colossians 1:28-29






Christ-Directed Life

e Life is Christ-centered
e Empowered by Holy Spirit
Peace e Introduces others to Chris
Patience e Has effective prayer life
e Kindness e Understands God’s Word
e Goodness e Trusts God
Faithfulness e Obeys God

Self-Directed Life

S Self is on the throne

+ Christ is outside the life

® Interests are directed b
self, often resulting in
discord and frustration




Colossians 1:28-29

* The goal: Maturity
* The Means: Proclaiming Christ, Admonishing, Teaching

e The Power: Christ in you



28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
29 For this | toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me.

- Colossians 1:28-29



Romans 8:29: For those whom he foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son. . .

2 Corinthians 3:18: “And we all, with unveiled face, beholding
the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness, from
one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who
is the Spirit.”

1 John 3:2. “Beloved, we are God’s children now and it does not

yet appear what we shall be but we know that when he appears,
we will be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”



21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds, 22 he (Jesus) has now reconciled in his body of flesh
by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him

- Colossians 1:21-22



Definition:

The process by which we become Christlike; holy, blameless and
above reproach in Christ.



Self-Directed Life

e Legalistic attitude

e Frustration

e Aimlessness

e Fear

e Ignorance of spiritual heritage
e Unbelief

e Disobedience

e Loss of love for God and other
e Poor prayer life

e No desire for Bible Study




28 Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone
with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
29 For this | toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me.

- Colossians 1:28-29



“Human nature is like a drunk peasant. Lift him into the saddle on one
side, over he topples on the other side.”

—Martin Luther.



15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might
be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his

CrosSS.



21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing
evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his
death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above
reproach before him, 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
and of which |, Paul, became a minister.

- Colossians 1:15-23



8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and
empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the
elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. . . .

13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him,
having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record
of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set
aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them
In him.

- Colossians 2:8, 13-14



“Those who disregard discipline despise themselves, but the one
who heeds correction gains understanding.”

- Proverbs 15:32



9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for
you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in
all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious
might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the
saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

- Colossians 1:9-14



Petitions in Colossians 1:9-12

* filled with the knowledge of his will through the Spirit.

* walk in a manner worth of the Lord.

 to strive to please the Lord.

* bear fruit in every good work

 increase in the knowledge of God.

e be strengthened with all power with HIS might NOT YOUR might!
* for endurance

e for patience

e forjoy

* for thanksgiving.
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