UNWRAPPING THE GO

Advent sermon series 2023




11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh,
called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision,
which is made in the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you
were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But
now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who
has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the
dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of
commandments expressed In ordinances, that he might create In
himselt one new man Iin place of the two, so making peace,



16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near.
18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the
Father. 19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom
the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy
temple In the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

- Ephesians 2:11-22



Main idea:

The good news (gospel) of the cross is the gift of peace with
God means we will have peace with others.



Ephesians 2:11-22

vss. | |-12: Peace with their past- who we were
vss. | 3-18: Peace in the present- who we are now
vss. |9-22:Peace for the future- who we are becoming



11 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the
flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands—

12 remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and

strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world.

- Ephesians 2:11-12



What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you!? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you?2 You desire and do not have, so you murder.
You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel....4 You adulterous
people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God!?

Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy
of God.

- James 4:1-2,4



And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of
the air; the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—

3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out
the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind.

- Ephesians 2:1-3



| 3 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. |4 For he himself is our peace, who has made
us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility
| 5 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making
peace, | 6 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the
cross, thereby killing the hostility. | 7/ And he came and preached peace to
you who were far off and peace to those who were near. |8 For through
him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.

- Ephesians 2:13-18
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“No foreigner (Gentile) is to enter past this wall nor enter the
embankment around the Sanctuary.Whoever is caught will have himself to
blame for his death which will follow.”

- lemple Wall Inscription



“In a profound sense, the arms of Christ spreadeagled on the cross in his
final agony become a fitting symbol of his sacrifice’s achievement. With
one outstretched arm he grasps believing Israelites, and with the other he
grasps believing Gentiles; and, in his person offered up in holy oblation
(sacrifice), he unites the two. Accordingly,‘he himself is our peace, who has
made the two one’ (Eph. 2:14). By his death, Christ Jesus has ‘destroyed’
the barrier and removed the grounds of the hostility.”

—Bruce Milne, Dynamic Diversity, p. 22



Inside the
Sanctuary

MO h N -

mner Coun

Court of the Women

ol O o Norortes

THe sacond temole was dul
Nehemiah ang rennovated Detween 19.4
SALON0 1AMDIe Were Ao D

.
-~/
enter, ONCe INSiCe there were severa
ee

.\ -
’ ! " - Th — » e & " ™ y - o~ 7
Used Dy Jenish priests. The entire tempie was destroyed by the Romans in 70
- ) -
AL, THEre Are Soverdl O Merencss DAtWean 1he caond 1emole ang el s

MCIN Y TRt e e T Thre Teerrie hacs N court of The womer



9 Let love be genuine.Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.
|0 Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in
showing honor.

- Romans 12:9-10



A new commandment | give to you, that you love one another: just as |
have loved you, you also are to love one another. 35By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

- J]ohn 13:34-35



So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your

brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the
altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer

your gift.

- Matthew 5:23-24



19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens
with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together; grows

into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

- Ephesians 2:19-22



