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| Hear what the Lord says:Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and
let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the
Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has an
indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. 3 “O my
people, what have | done to you? How have | wearied you? Answer me!

4 For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the
house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses,Aaron, and Miriam.5 O my
people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the
son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that
you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.”



6 “With what shall | come before the Lord,and bow myself before God
on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? 7 WIill the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8 He has told you, O man,
what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

— Micah 6:1-8



Micah 6:1-16:
* Vss. |-5: The Verdict of a Just God
* Vss.6-7: Israel’s and Judah’s Defense before God

* Vss.8: God’'s Requirement made clear

e Vss.9-16: The Punishment



The Verdict of a Just God: vss. |-5

| Hear what the Lord says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice. 2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of
the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth, for the Lord has an

indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel.

-Micah 6:1-2



“Give ear, O heavens, and | will speak, and let the earth hear the words of
my mouth.”

—Deut 32:1



The Verdict of a Just God: vss. |I-5

3 “O my people, what have | done to you! How have | wearied you?
Answer me! 4 For | brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, and | sent before you Moses,Aaron, and
Miriam.5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and
what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, and what happened from
Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the righteous acts of the Lord.”

—Micah 6:3-5



Israel’s and Judah’s Defense before God: vss. 6-7

6 “With what shall | come before the Lord, and bow myself before God
on high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year
old? 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten

thousands of rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

—Micah 6:6-7



God’s Requirement made clear: vs. 8

8 He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice,and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God!

—Micah 6:8



22 For in the day that | brought them out of the land of Egypt, | did not
speak to your fathers or command them concerning burnt offerings and
sacrifices. 23 But this command | gave them:‘Obey my voice, and | will be
your God, and you shall be my people.And walk in all the way that |
command you, that it may be well with you.

—Jeremiah 7:22-23



Require:

“to claim or ask for by right and authority’ -- Merriam VWebster



The Punishment: vss. 9-16

9 The voice of the Lord cries to the city— and it is sound wisdom to fear
your name: ‘Hear of the rod and of him who appointed it! 10 Can | forget
any longer the treasures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the
scant measure that is accursed? | | Shall | acquit the man with wicked
scales and with a bag of deceitful weights? |12 Your rich men are full of
violence; your inhabitants speak lies, and their tongue is deceitful in their
mouth. |3 Therefore | strike you with a grievous blow, making you
desolate because of your sins. |4 You shall eat, but not be satisfied, and
there shall be hunger within you; you shall put away, but not preserve, and
what you preserve | will give to the sword.



|5 You shall sow, but not reap; you shall tread olives, but not anoint
yourselves with oil; you shall tread grapes, but not drink wine. 16 For you
have kept the statutes of Omri, and all the works of the house of Ahab;
and you have walked in their counsels, that | may make you a desolation,
and your inhabitants a hissing; so you shall bear the scorn of my people.”

—Micah 6:9-16



“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the
mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. |8

He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the
sojourner, giving him food and clothing.”

—Deut. 10:17



“Who is not partial! He who does not look at the person™.

— Martin Luther



“Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because |
have rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”

— | Samuel 16:7



“Restorative justice is about bringing low the powerful and lifting up the
powerless, so that a society offers fair chances. Not necessarily equal
outcomes, but equal opportunities for all.”

— Pastor Carsten



"Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and
needy’ .

-Proverbs 31:9



“The mishpat, or justness, of a society, according to the Bible, is evaluated
by how it treats these groups. Any neglect shown to the needs of the

members of this quartet is not called merely a lack of mercy or charity, but
a violation of justice, of mishpat.”

—Tim Keller



“The greatest hindrance to the gospel is the life of the person who
professes to be a Christian but doesn't live a life that reflects Christ’

— E.C.Redmond, Christ-Centered Exposition



“The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness [...]"

—FExodus 34:6



“To put it another way, our hope that God will love us to the uttermost,
and forever, is not founded on our ability to keep His commands but
rather it’s founded on God’s ability to keep being God.”

—Barry Cooper —“Simply Put” Podcast



We love because he first loved us.

—1 John 4:19



8 But lately my people have risen up as an enemy; you strip the rich robe
from those who pass by trustingly with no thought of war. 9 The women
of my people you drive out from their delightful houses; from their young
children you take away my splendor forever.

— Micah 2:8-9



But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw
him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought
him to an inn and took care of him.

—Luke 10:33-34



Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man
who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said," The one who showed him
mercy.” And Jesus said to him,You go, and do likewise.”

— Luke 10:36-37



But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return,
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for
he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your
Father is merciful.

— uke 6:35-36



Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with
God.

—Genesis 6:9



“True humility is thinking rightly of thyself, not meanly.VWhen you have
found out what you really are, you will be humble, for you are nothing to
boast of. To be humble will make you safe.To be humble will make you
happy. o be humble will make music in your heart when you go to bed. Io
be humble here will make you wake up in the likeness of your Master by-
and-by.”

—Spurgeon



But Hezekiah humbled himself for the pride of his heart, both he and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the wrath of the Lord did not come upon
them in the days of Hezekiah.

—2. Chronicles 32:26



7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to
him when he has come in from the field,"Come at once and recline at
table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, Prepare supper for me, and dress
properly, and serve me while | eat and drink, and afterward you will eat
and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what was
commanded?! 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were
commanded, say, VVe are unworthy servants; we have only done what was
our duty.’

-Luke 17:7-10



|8 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over
transgression for the remnant of his inheritance! He does not retain his
anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. |9 He will again have
compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot.You will cast all
our sins into the depths of the sea.20 You will show faithfulness to Jacob

and steadfast love to Abraham, as you have sworn to our fathers from the
days of old.

— Micah 7:18-20



“In Jesus we meet the requirements of the law, first, by what he has done
for us;and next, by what he works in us.[...] Only through faith in Christ
does a man learn to do righteously, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with God;and only by the power of the Holy Spirit sanctifying us to that
end we fulfill these three divine requirements [Do justice, love kindness,

and walk humbly with God].”

— Spurgeon



